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Response to Arguments 

1 . Applicants arguments with respect to claims 1-16 have been considered 
but are moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

2. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 

U.S.C. 102 that form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this 

Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 
122(b), by another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or 
(2) a patent granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before 
the invention by the applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under 
the treaty defined in section 351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an 
application filed in the United States only if the international application designated the United 
States and was published under Article 21(2) of such treaty in the English language. 

3. Claims 1,4-5, 9-16 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being 
anticipated by Hamaguchi et al. (hereinafter "Hamaguchi 374" 7,014,374) 

As pertaining to claim 1, Hamaguchi '374 teaches an image output 
method adopted in an image output device (i.e., Col. 2 Lines 37-39, printing 
method in a printing device), that is equipped with an output processing 
module (i.e., 50 of Figure 2, Controller) said output processing module having 
multi-stage processing units (i.e., 51 and55-57 of Fig. 2, CPU, l/F/ designated 
circuit, Motor Drive circuit and head drive circuit) with a preset processing 
sequence and activating at least a last-stage processing unit among the multi- 
stage processing units to set image data to output data and to implement output 
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of an image (i.e., Col. 2 Lines 66-67, Print head prints outputs print data ), 

the multi-stage processing units including: a color conversion processing unit 
(i.e., Col 5 Line 49, CPU ) which carries out a series of processing including a 
conversion process of converting RGB color system of image data into a CMY 
color system (i.e., Col 12 Lines 33-42, CPU converts data from external 
device to RGB data and then to CMYK data ) and outputs resulting processed 
image data toward an image buffer (i.e., Col. 29 Lines 9-12 , RAM temporarily 
stores data executed by the CPU) adjacent to the last-stage processing unit 
(i.e., Col. 33 Lines 15-22, Data stored in RAM is sent to the print unit); and 
an XHTML analyzer processing unit (i.e., Col. 4 Lines 57-59, and 63-65 , 
Reception unit analyzes data from external device) which carries out a 
series of processing including an analysis process of analyzing a description file 
described in a predetermined markup language or a predetermined script 
language(i.e., Col 31 Lines 7-29 , Reception unit analyzes XML data from an 
external device) and outputs resulting processed image data toward the color 
conversion processing unit (i.e., Col. 5 Lines 15-23, Reception unit analyzes 
input data and sends data to the CPU where the print data is created based 
on input data), said image output method comprising the steps of: 
(a) receiving image data (i.e., Col. 4 Lines 48-50, data is obtained from 
external device); (b) identifying type of the received image data (i.e., Col. 51-65, 
Reception section receives data and sets conditions for print data based 
on external device); and when the type of the received image data is the 
description file, assigning the xhtml analyzer processing unit to process the 



Application/Control Number: 10/81 1 ,489 Page 4 

Art Unit: 2625 

received image data (i.e., Col 4 Lines 24-33, the received image data is sent 
to the reception unit to process the xml data), and when the type of the 
received image data is in a CMY color system, assigning the color conversion 
processing unit to process the received image data (i.e., Col 16 Lines 44-48, 
CPU converts image data to RGB data and then to CMYK data ). 

As pertaining to claim 4, Hamaguchi '374 teaches an image output 
method wherein the color conversion processing unit is actualized by an 
exclusive hardware structure (i.e., the hardware structure of the CPU 
performs color conversion). 

As pertaining to claim 5, Hamaguchi '374 teaches An image output 
method wherein said output processing module comprises an extension 
processing unit (i.e., Fig 2, Controller 50 comprises a CPU 51) that makes 
compressed image data in a predetermined format (i.e., Col. 12 Lines 36-38, 
the CPU takes Image data and compresses it to 360dpi X 360dpi RGB 
image data) subjected to a preset series of extension processing and outputs 
resulting extended image data to the color conversion processing unit (i.e., Col. 
12 Lines 39-39-42, RGB image data is then converted via a look up table to 
CMYK pixel data ), and when the type of the received image data (i.e., Col. 4 
Lines 57-59, and 63-65, Reception unit analyzes data from external device) 
identified in said step (b) shows that the received image data is compressed 
image data in the predetermined format (i.e., col. 12 Lines 36-38, Reception 
unit identifies type of external device data and when identified compressed 
to 360dpi X 360dpi RGB image data), said step (c) assigns the extension 
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processing unit to process the received image data (i.e., Col 16 Lines 44-48, 
After conversion to RGB data CPU converts image data to CMYK data ). 

As pertaining to claim 9, Hamaguchi '374 teaches an image output method 
wherein said image output device is constructed to be connectable via a specific 
communication interface with a broadcasting receiver device (i.e., 2036 of Fig. 
21 and Col 34 Lines 45-63, Bluetooth Interface which constitutes a BPP 
profile where the BPP profile supports formats such as post script printing, 
XHTML printing and PDF) that receives broadcast data sent from a broadcast 
station (i.e., Col 34 Lines 18-37, Data is sent from camera to Bluetooth 
interface ), and said step (a) receives input of the description file (i.e., Col 32 
Line 62-65, external device sends an XML script to Printers Reception 
Unit), which is created based on the broadcast data received by said 
broadcasting receiver device, via the communication interface (i.e., Col. 32 
Lines 59-65 , when information is received by Interface an XML file is 
created) 

As pertaining to claim 10, Hamaguchi '374 teaches an image output 
method wherein said output processing module (i.e., 50 of Figure 2, Controller) 
comprises as the last-stage processing unit (i.e., Col. 10 Lines 36-38, Head 
Drive circuit), an image output execution unit that executes output of an image 
based on the output data (i.e., Col. 11 Lines 13-19, Head drive unit drives the 
head unit which prints the image), and when the type of the received image 
data identified in said step (b) shows that the image data is the output data , said 
step (c) assigns the image output execution unit to process the image data (i.e., 
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Col. 12 lines 33-49, Head drive circuit receives CMYK print data when RGB 
data is converted to CMYK where the RGB data was converted to CMYK 
data based on control parameters of external device). 

As pertaining to claim 1 1 , Hamaguchi '374 teaches an image output 
method wherein said image output device is constructed to be connectable via a 
specific communication interface with multiple different image input devices that 
input image data (i.e., 55 of Fig. 2 and Col 8 Lines 41-65, communication 
interface receives image data from an external memory, portable telephone 
or a digital camera), and said step (a) receives image data from each of the 
multiple different image input devices via the communication interface (i.e., Col. 
17 Lines 22-32 , Reception section receives image data via the interface). 

As pertaining to claim 12, Hamaguchi '374 teaches an image output 
method wherein said step (b) acquires type data representing the type of the 
received image data (i.e., Col. 4 Lines 57-59, and 63-65, Reception unit 
analyzes data from external device), in response to reception of the image 
data from one of said multiple different image input devices via the 
communication interface, and identifies the type of the received image data 
based on the acquired type data unit (i.e., Col. 5 Lines 15-23, Reception unit 
analyzes input data and sends data to the CPU where the print data is 
created based on input data). 

As pertaining to claim 13, Hamaguchi '374 teaches an image output 
method wherein said image output device is a printing device (i.e., Col. 6 Lines 
51-52, Printing System) 
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As pertaining to claim 14, Hamaguchi '374 teaches an image output 
method wherein the printing device is an Inkjet printer (i.e., Col. 6 Line 52 and 
Fig. 2, Printing system provided with an Inkjet Printer). 

As pertaining to claim 15, Hamaguchi '374 teaches an image output 
device that outputs an image, said image output device comprising: an output 
processing module (i.e., 50 of Figure 2, Controller) that has multi-stage 
processing units (i.e., 51 and55-57 of Fig.2, CPU, l/F/ designated circuit, 
Motor Drive circuit and head drive circuit) with a preset processing sequence 
and activates at least a last-stage processing unit among the multi-stage 
processing units to set image data to output data in an allowable form by said 
image output device and to implement output of an image (i.e., Col. 11 Lines 13- 
19, Head drive unit drives the head unit which prints the image), wherein the 
multi-stage processing units include a color conversion processing unit (i.e., Col 
5 Line 49, CPU ) which carries out a series of processing including a conversion 
process of converting a RGB color system of image data into a CMY color 
system (i.e., Col 12 Lines 33-42, CPU converts data from external device to 
RGB data and then to CMYK data ) and outputs resulting processed image 
data toward an image buffer adjacent to the last-stage processing unit (i.e., Col. 
29 Lines 9-12 , RAM temporarily stores data executed by the CPU); and an 
XHTML analyzer processing unit (i.e., Col. 4 Lines 57-59, and 63-65 , 
Reception unit analyzes data from external device) which carries out a 
series of processing including a analysis process of analyzing a description file 
described in a predetermined markup language or a predetermined script 
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language (i.e., Col 31 Lines 7-29 , Reception unit analyzes XML data from an 
external device) and outputs resulting processed image data toward the color 
conversion processing unit (i.e., Col. 5 Lines 15-23, Reception unit analyzes 
input data and sends data to the CPU where the print data is created based 
on input data), said; an image data receiving module that receives image data 
(i.e., 55 of Fig.2 and Col 8 Lines 41-65, communication interface receives 
image data from an external memory, portable telephone or a digital 
camera); an image data type identification module that identifies a type of the 
received image data (i.e., Col. 4 Lines 57-59, and 63-65 , Reception unit 
analyzes data from external device) ; and a processing assignment module 
that assigns the XHTML analyzer processing unit to process the received image 
data when the type of the received image data is the description file , and 
assigns the color conversion processing unit to process the received image data 
when the type of the received image data is data in the CMY color system (i.e., 
Col. 35 Lines 5-47, CPU controls received data and stores it into RAM, in 
response CPU uses control information to analyze and convert received 
image data). 

As pertaining to claim 16, Hamaguchi '374 teaches a storage medium 
storing therein a program, which causes a computer to function as an image 
output device (i.e., Col. 6 Lines 44-47, storage medium storing methods 
invention) , 
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Conclusion 

5. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure, (See Pto-892). 

6. Applicant's amendment necessitated the new ground(s) of rejection 
presented in this Office action. Accordingly, THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. 
See MPEP § 706.07(a). Applicant is reminded of the extension of time policy as 
set forth in 37 CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire 
THREE MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is 
filed within TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory 
action is not mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory 
period, then the shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory 
action is mailed, and any extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1.136(a) will be 
calculated from the mailing date of the advisory action. In no event, however, will 
the statutory period for reply expire later than SIX MONTHS from the date of this 
final action. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from 
the examiner should be directed to Dennis Dicker whose telephone number is 
(571) 270-3140. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday -Friday 7:30 
A.M. to 5:00 P.M.. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the 
examiner's supervisor, Aung Moe can be reached on (571) 272-7314. The fax 
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phone number for the organization where this application or proceeding is 
assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from 
the Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information 
for published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public 
PAIR. Status information for unpublished applications is available through 
Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair- 
direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll- 
free). If you would like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service 
Representative or access to the automated information system, call 800-786- 
9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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October 26, 2007 




